To:	NJ SEM Municipality Members

From:	PERMA, Executive Director of NJ SEM

Re: 	Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grants and NJ Clean Energy Direct Install Grant Program

Earlier this year, the NJ Board of Public Utilities (NJBPU) announced that municipalities throughout NJ were eligible for energy-related grants to replace inefficient equipment such as lighting, motors, and heating and air conditioning systems in municipal-owned buildings. 

The Energy Efficiency Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) Program offers municipalities a $20,000 grant to install energy efficient, cost-saving measures while the NJBPU Direct Install Program offers up to a 60% matching energy grant not to exceed $50,000 per project or $250,000 per municipality.  Together, these two programs offer a municipality grant funding to upgrade inefficient systems and facilities and reduce monthly energy costs.

In order to participate in these grant programs, the municipality must submit an EECBG program application prior to December 31, 2010 and follow the easy steps below to initiate the Direct Install program.  While your municipality may have received a solicitation to apply for these programs, most municipalities should have internal resources capable of completing the application and working with the Direct Install contractor without additional outside expense.   

It should be noted that depending on the types of energy efficiency upgrades selected by the municipality, additional grant funding above the initial $50,000 may be available through the NJBPU.  It is also anticipated that additional grant funding will be available early next year to continue funding additional energy improvements and equipment upgrades. 

The NJSEM strongly recommends that you take advantage of these energy grant funding programs and submit an application prior to December 31, 2010.

Step 1 – Submit an EECBG Program application (http://www.njcleanenergy.com/files/file/ARRA/EECBG%20Application%20-%20Final%20004-09-10r.pdf)
Step 2 – Contact the Direct Install Contractor – Identify the contractor assigned and trained to provide Direct Install services in the county where your municipality is located.  Call or send an e-mail to the participating contractor to discuss your project. The contractor will schedule an energy assessment (if one is necessary) and work with the municipality to complete the Direct Install program application and participation agreement.  If the municipality already has completed an energy efficiency audit with energy conservation measure (ECM) recommendations, this information should be shared with the contractor.  http://www.njcleanenergy.com/commercial-industrial/programs/direct-install/participating-contractors


Step 3 – Review Results of Energy Assessment – After the energy assessment or review of ECM recommendations from your audit, the contractor and municipality will determine which measures qualify.  At that point in time, project costs will be determined. 
Step 4 – Move Forward – The municipality will sign a scope of work document with the contractor to proceed with the implementation of the qualifying ECM recommendations. 
Step 5 – Arrange Installation – The municipality and the participating contractor will set a convenient start date for the installation.
Step 6 – Confirm Installation – Once the participating contractor completes the installation, the municipality accepts the work by signing a project completion form.
Step 7 – Complete Transaction – The municipality will pay the participating contractor their share of the project cost (if it exceeds $50,000) and New Jersey's Clean Energy Program will pay the rest directly to the contractor.  

